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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS: A QUESTION OF LANGUAGE 

1. DURING CHAIRMEN'S WORKING GROUP MEETING JULY 22, 

ROMUALDEZ INFORMALLY RAISED NOTION OF CONCLUDING AGREEMENT 
IN TWO LANGUATES, ENGLISH AND PILIPINO. SULLIVAN SAID 

THIS SUGGESTION "STUNNED ’ HIM, AND POINTED OUT THAT 
ENGLISH IS AN OFFICIAL LANGUATE OE THE PHILIPPINES. 

2. ROMUALDEZ SAID PROPOSAL WAS ENTIRELY FOR "PUBLIC 
RELATIONS ’ PURPOSES. SULLIVAN ASKED IF GOP HAD ANY OTHER 
AGREEMENT WRITTEN IN PILIPINO. ROMUALDEZ REPLIED IN 
NEGATIVE, BUT STATED THIS AGREEMENT WOULD BE MOST 
IMPORTANT AGREEMENT PHILIPPINES HAS WITH ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MANILA 10893 231233Z 

3. SULLIVAN ASKED IF THERE ARE PILIPINO WORDS WHICH COVER 
ALL TECHNICAL ASPECTS WHICH WILL APPEAR IN THIS AGREEMENT. 
ROMUALDEZ SAID HE FRANKLY DID NOT KNOW, BUT THERE IS A 
STANDARD PRACTICE OF CONVERTING ENGLISH WORJUUA 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


TO FILIPINO 

BY ADAPTIVE SPELLING TECHNIQUES. 

3. SULLIVAN THEN SAID U.S. WOULD DOUBTLESS BE HANDICAPPED 
BY ABSENCE ANY CLASSICAL FILIPINO PHILOLOGISTS IN U.S. 
BUREAUCRACY. ROMUALDEZ ADMITTED THIS MIGHT POSE A PROBLEM 
BUT ASKED THAT SUGGESTION BE TRIED ON WASHINGTON. HE 
REFERRED TO CLOSING PROVISIONS OF TURKISH AGREEMENT AND 
SAID WE MUST HAVE HAD ALL THE SAM PROBLEMS IN DEALING 
WITH THE TURKS. 

4. ON JULY 23, ROMUALDEZ HANDED SULLIVAN AN INFORMAL 
WORKING PAPER WHICH READS: "THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED 
IN DUPLICATE, IN THE FILIPINO AND ENGLISH LANGUAGES, EACH 

OF WHICH SHALL BE OF EQUAL AUTHENTICITY." SULLIVAN 
AGREED TO CABLE IT TO WASHINGTON FOR A REACTION. 

5. COMMENT: IF FILIPINOS INSIST ON THIS SORT OF FLACKERY, 

IT WOULD SEEM PRETTY DIFFICULT TO STONEWALL THEM. HOWEVER, 
IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT A FILIPINO TEXT WOULD BE INTELLIGIBLE, 

EVEN TO A TAGALOG SCHOLAR. THEREFORE, IF THEY FORCE US 
INTO THIS NONSENSE FOR THE PUBLIC DOCUMENT, IT WOULD 
APPEAR NECESSARY TO PRESERVE SOME MEASURE OF GOOD SENSE 
BY A CONFIDENTIAL EXCHANGE OF NOTES WHICH STIPULATES THAT, 
IN THE EVENT OF CONFLICTING INTERPRETATIONS/BETWEEN THE 
TWO "AUTHENTICTEXTS, THE ENGLISH VERSION WILL PREVAIL. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST WASHINGTON VIEWS SOONEST. 
SULLIVAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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